Examples of master narratives/ “single stories”


A “master narrative” is a general “truism” that most people accept without question. Consider the following examples, keeping in mind that while some of these “master narratives” are obviously faulty, others may be true most of the time. The goal of a counternarrative is not to show that a master narrative is untrue but to show that it is not always true. 


Technological progress is good. 
The police keep us safe. 
Prisons keep us safe.
America is a “melting pot.” 
America is a good place to be an immigrant.
If you work hard, you will succeed.
We should put the happiness of our family above our individual happiness.
Hard work creates wealth.
Family is important to Dominicans.
Education empowers.
In the U.S., women and men have equal opportunities.
To have a “learning difference” like dyslexia is a disadvantage.
The ideal nuclear family contains a mother, a father, and a couple of kids. 
United States citizens should learn to speak English.
Having children brings happiness. 
We should respect the law. 
The best parents are those who make the greatest sacrifices. 
Stay at home mothers are better parents than mothers who work. 
Men are more violent than women.  
Confidence is attractive.
Beauty is an asset.  
Only children are selfish.
Women are natural nurturers. 
Pit bulls are dangerous. 
Success ensures happiness. 
It’s better to be liked than disliked. 
Religion is beneficial.
Our families look out for us. 
Engineers are boring. 
Artists are eccentric.
Jocks are stupid. 
There are only two genders.  
Wealthier people are happier than poor people.   
It is immoral to be sexually promiscuous. 
Depression is the result of undergoing trials and tribulations. 
When adults and children disagree, the adults are right.
 
