Embedding Quotations Worksheet

In the following examples, underline the language and/or punctuation that integrates the
quotation. Try to name (in the margin), also, which strategy or combination of strategies is
being used. The three strategies we’ve covered include the short expression, the formal
introduction, and the run-in.

1. We create a single story, Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie writes, when we “show a
people as one thing, as only one thing, over and over again.”

2. Stories are important because, as Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie writes, “Stories can
break the dignity of a people,” and also “repair that broken dignity.”

3. Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie believes stories are powerful. Stories, she writes, can
“dispossess” and “malign.” However, they can also “empower” and “humanize.”

4. Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie cautions us against what she terms “the danger of the
single story.”

5. As achild, Adichie read only British and American children’s books. This gave her
the mistaken impression that books could refer only to British and American
experiences. Accordingly, she wrote her own stories to fit that mold: “All my
characters were white and blue-eyed, they played in the snow, they ate apples, and
they talked a lot about the weather, how lovely it was that the sun had come out.”

6. Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie says it best: “The single story creates stereotypes, and
the problem with stereotypes is not that they are untrue, but that they are
incomplete. They make one story become the only story.”

7. Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie’s concept of the “single story” explains how
stereotypes take root.



